Stronger and Safer Together
The recent events in Florida have resonated with students and families across our district and nationwide touching each in a different way. The South-Western City School District Board of Education and staff are
committed to making school safety a priority for our community. Our focus is on maintaining a safe learning
environment in which all can flourish. No one should be afraid to come to school or work.
For us to be Stronger and Safer Together, we need the help of all students, families, staff, community
members and partners. Knowledge, communication, and understanding are the cornerstone of our efforts.
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Policy - The South-Western City School District will not tolerate violent, disruptive, or threatening behavior
by its students which interrupt the educational process. Students face disciplinary action, suspension or
expulsion, if found to be in possession of any item or weapon deemed dangerous to themselves or others
on school premises.
Emergency Plans - Working closely with its first responders, the District has emergency response plans
that were originally developed through two back-to-back federal Readiness and Emergency Management
for Schools grants. Staff members are also trained in the implementation of more than 30 protocols and
procedures which are reviewed and revised based on best practices.
Drills - Safety drills are the foundation of emergency preparedness. Our students and staff members
participate in multiple emergency evacuation and safety drills on a yearly basis, including lockdown drills.
All of these drills are put into practice and are conducted in conjunction with safety experts and first
responders throughout the school year.
See Something, Say Something - We encourage everyone connected with the South-Western City School
District to “See Something, Say Something” by speaking up and contacting the building principal, district
offices, or local law enforcement anytime they see or hear unusual or suspicious activity that could threaten
the safety of our students.
Tip Line - If you are aware of a potential danger to our students or schools and are unable to contact a
building administrator, you can also call or text the anonymous hotline at 844-SAFER-OH. Trained
professionals at Ohio Homeland Security’s Threat Assessment and Prevention unit answer all tips and
immediately forward information to the district and local law enforcement agencies.
Threats - All threats to school safety are taken seriously, whether they are made online, verbally, by text or
phone, written note, or as a joke. Working with local law enforcement agencies, the District will promptly
and efficiently investigate every threat of which we are made aware. Individuals will be held accountable for
their actions, even if the threat is not considered credible or real.
Vigilance - We are Stronger and Safer Together when our community partners help us extend our safe
zones and reduce the opportunity and incidences of violence in our surrounding neighborhoods.

We need everyone’s help by being our eyes and ears in the community and reporting any concerns you hear
about or notice. Thank you for continuing to support our students, teachers, staff members, and greater school
community. We are Stronger and Safer Together!
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